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Get to Know New Member



Save the Date for a Chamber Mixer on March 11, 2010

The Overture along with sponsors TDS and State Bank of Cross Plains will be hosting a networking event at the Overture Center for members of our Chamber, so please save the date. There will be music, food and refreshments for everyone to enjoy.  What a great way to expand your network by meeting other business members from local Chambers in Middleton, Cross Plains, Black Earth, Fitchburg, Sun Prairie, and DeForest. 
Member News

Successful Santa's Visit at the Cross Plains-Berry Fire Station
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CPACC Mission Statement


-----


Promote a strong economy and high quality of life for our Chamber members and the Cross Plains Area Community.


-----





PLAN TO ATTEND!





Chamber Membership meeting Wednesday January 13th at the Cross Plains Fire Station





(Details Inside)





Chamber Membership Meeting Rescheduled for Wednesday, January 13th, at the Cross Plains-Berry Fire Station� 


5:30 - 6pm	Arrive and Short Social Time


6pm		Business Meeting


Welcome & Introductions 


2009 Highlights


Village Update 


County Update


Chamber Health Insurance Update 


Treasurer’s Report 


Teams Update


Newsletter/Promotions


Upcoming Events 


7pm		Social time & Dinner




















�


Athens Gyros to host Chamber after Hours Monday, February 15th


Be sure to mark your calendar and join us on Monday, February 15th from 5:30-7:30 at Athens Gyros for a Chamber after Hours Networking Event.  


This is an opportunity for members of the community to socialize, network, and meet other Chamber members and guests.  It is also an exciting chance to learn about Athens Gyros and sample some of their delectable fare.  Athens Gyros features traditional Greek Food and is a new business in Cross Plains and new Chamber member.  














President’s Message








Dear Members,





It’s not the heat, it’s the humidity.  The opposite I would say.  Can’t believe I wrote 2010 on this letter, that year seemed out of reach a few decade’s ago.  Shouldn’t we be zipping around like the Jetson’s or having all our food ready with the push of a button by now?  Why are we still doing dishes?  I don’t have the answers.  I know 2009 was a tough year to be in business and I am sure many of you feel the same way.   Do you have a plan to address with your client’s and employee’s?  I’ll share mine with you at the next meeting and while it is basic, I think it’s important.  I recently had the opportunity to meet Harry Paul the author of Fish and listen to him speak and discuss business.  The principles are basic, but important in life and business.   The book cover states “A remarkable way to boost morale and improve results”   Looking forward to seeing you at the next membership meeting, granted we don’t get snowed out again.      


   


I hope this note finds you and your business in good health!








Sincerely,








Doug Brunner 


Owner, Made in the Shade Blinds & More!








�
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State Bank of Cross Plains to Acquire Black Earth State Bank��CROSS PLAINS, Wis. - SBCP Bancorp, Inc. (SBCP) and Black Earth State Bank (BEBS) have signed an agreement with the intent to merge Black Earth State Bank (Black Earth) into the State Bank of Cross Plains (State Bank).  The transaction is anticipated to be completed in the first quarter of 2010 pending both regulatory and BEBS shareholder approval. ��The State Bank of Cross Plains, a $710 million bank established in 1908, has nine offices in Cross Plains, Madison West, Middleton, Mt. Horeb, Oregon, Verona and Waunakee.  The merger will create a $755 million dollar bank with the addition of $45 million in assets from Black Earth. State Bank will provide an expanded offering of products and services to the customers of Black Earth, such as Wealth Management services and a full service mortgage department.  ��"A partnership with State Bank is a reasonable fit.  Their attention to customers, community, and to community banking values makes them a logical choice for our organization," stated Ron Kerr, Black Earth State Bank President.  ��"The combination of these two banks represents a great opportunity not only for our organization but for the community of Black Earth and the customers in all of our current bank markets," added Charles Saeman, State Bank of Cross Plains President and CEO.  "Our strategic focus has always been on serving our communities through relationship building. Our corporate culture is one that promotes our bank as an active participant in the communities we serve.  We are confident that Black Earth will enjoy the many benefits of this strategic combination."  ��The State Bank of Cross Plains, a $710 million bank established in 1908, offers a full range of personal and business financial services including consumer, real estate, and business lending, as well as wealth management and financial advisory services.  There are currently nine convenient locations, which include Cross Plains Main, Cross Plains Motor, Madison, Middleton East, Middleton West, Mt. Horeb, Oregon,�Verona and Waunakee.
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Country Inn & Suites – Middleton 


2212 Deming Way 


Middleton, WI  53562


608.831.6970


rwartella@kinseth.com


� HYPERLINK "http://www.countryinns.com/middletonwi" \t "_blank" �www.countryinns.com/middletonwi�.
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Nelson Electric


“Quality Above and Beyond”





Nelson Electric is owned by David & Tammy Nelson.  David grew up in Utica and went to University of Wisconsin.  He raced late model cars for 15 years while getting his masters license as an electrician.  He has 20 years of electrical experience.  Tammy grew up in Cross Plains and worked at CUNA Mutual for 21 years before leaving to start up Nelson Electric.  The Nelson’s started Nelson Electric in 2003.  The company does residential and commercial wiring.  They help customers with home theater systems, lighting design – to include “starry sky” design (this is fiber optic lights put into your ceiling of your house to give the illusion of a night filled with stars), remodeling, and electric in floor heat.  Nelson Electric has wired 7 parade homes, duplexes, farms and multiple single family homes.  The builders they deal with are very professional and they are proud to name a few:  Loren Imhoff Homebuilder, Roessler and Sons Construction, Walgren Construction, Larry Haack, Encore Construction, Sprecher Builders, Greg Ballweg, Mid-Town Builders, Heffron Homes, Dean Thomas Homes, Princeton Custom Homes and Trademark Homes.  Nelson Electric currently has 7 employees who they are very proud to have working with them.  They truly go “Above and Beyond”!  They have received the ABC award for lowest accident rating for 2008.  Nelson Electric will come to your house and give free estimates.  They are on call 24/7 for those who need them.





David and Tammy have 3 children, Corey – 17, Jarrett – 14 and Kaytlyn – 10.  They belong to St. Francis Xavier Church, and David coaches football at St. Francis.  The Nelsons have always enjoyed living in Cross Plains and appreciate the local support they receive!











Nelson Electric, LLC


4550 Garfoot Rd, Cross Plains WI  53528


798-4847


nelsonelectricllc@tds.net











Local families had a great visit with Santa and volunteers at the at the Cross Plains Berry Fire Department December 5th.  Almost 200 children enjoyed gifts, goodies, cider, cookies, and general holiday fun.  Local businesses and residents were extremely generous with donations so each child got a small gift.  We also had a new shopping area this year where kids could pick up some inexpensive gifts for their loved ones. �


Congratulations to Riley Schroeder and his family for winning the Indoor Basketball Game donated by Terry's Piggly Wiggly!














Chamber Health Insurance


The Cross Plains Area Chamber of Commerce is always looking to provide its members with high quality benefits. Effective September 1, 2009 we have added yet another member benefit.


Health insurance options are now available to chamber member businesses through Dean


Health Plan. Chamber insurance plans provide cost effective solutions by pooling chamber member businesses together. There are many benefit options available. Members receive a 3% discount on premiums and renewals are developed by combining the medical risk of all participating businesses. Local businesses are working in partnership to help keep costs down. The goal is to provide competitive insurance rates and stable renewals for small businesses. Dean will offer insurance options to sole proprietors, as well as businesses with 2-99 employees. There are many different benefit design options available to choose from. Application forms must be completed by those seeking coverage. Dean Health Plan, in conjunction with local insurance agents can help businesses complete the paperwork. Even if you are not currently a member of the chamber you can receive rates. There is no obligation to enroll in the plan. But if you choose to enroll in the plan, chamber membership is required.


For more information on how you can receive a no obligation rate quote, contact TJ Lewis, � HYPERLINK "mailto:tjlewis@wagnerinsurance.net" ��tjlewis@wagnerinsurance.net�, 608-798-6305 direct or Annette Koenig, � HYPERLINK "mailto:akoenig@cw-group.biz" ��akoenig@cw-group.biz�


608-821-1500.or Dean Health Plan at (800)279-1301.














Promote your Chamber Membership to Build your Business





According to a national study commissioned by the American Chamber of Commerce Executives, completed by The Schapiro Group:


Consumers are 63% more likely to buy from Chamber members. 


When consumers know a business is a member of the local chamber, they are 44% more likely to think favorably about it. 


Consumers that are told that a business is a chamber member are 51% more likely to be highly aware of it and 57% more likely to think positively of that businesses local reputation.


Please let Amy know if you would like to use the Chamber Logo in any advertising or other signage.  We also have stickers to promote your membership.  If you have not received one let Amy know so she can get you one to display in your place of business.
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New member Rob Wartella from Country Inn & Suites – Middleton has been with the business for 10+ years.  He enjoys spending time with his wife; Kristin and two beautiful daughters – Savanah (7) and Joslyn (2).  He also enjoys sports in general especially golf.  Rob attended University of Wisconsin Stout and earned a Bachelor of Science majoring in Hospitality and Tourism Management.  


Rob was born in Iron Mountain, Michigan and moved to Sun Prairie, WI as a child.  He has lived in the Sun Prairie / Madison area his entire life – with the exception of his years at Stout.  He started working in the hotel business in high school and during college up in the Wisconsin Dells at a family owned resort as well as the Wilderness Resort.  Upon graduating from college, Rob wanted to try something a little different than the Dells and joined a hotel management group out of Madison where he worked for a number of years before taking over management at the Country Inn & Suites in Middleton for Kinseth Hotel Corporation (a hotel management group out of Iowa).  He has been at the property for nearly 4 years now and values the relationships gained with guests’, staff, the community and area businesses.  


Guests at the Country Inn & Suites are those enjoying leisure and transient travel.  They also work with area and national businesses to accommodate corporate travel which they work with on preferred rate programs.  Country Inn and Suites offer quality accommodations at a comfortable price.  They pride themselves on providing exceptional customer service and accommodations for each and every guest.  The hotel offers many of the great comforts of home.  Some of the items include:  Fresh Baked Cookies, a Deluxe Complimentary Breakfast, Complimentary ‘Wireless’ High Speed Internet, Complimentary Newspapers, Indoor Swimming Pool and Hot Tub, and Fitness Center and Business Center which are available 24 hours a day.  Guests will also enjoy a wide range of guest rooms at the hotel including one-bedroom suites with a refrigerator and microwave, whirlpool suites, extended-stay suites, executive suites and our traditional guest rooms with 2 queen-sized beds. 


Country Inn and Suites are currently running our ‘Home for the Holidays’ promotion which runs from November 15th through January 31st of 2010.  Rates start at $74 per night.  They also have preferred rates for area businesses and group accommodations.  The hotel is also able to accommodate Small Meetings (up to 25 persons) in our Discovery Springs Conference Room.  


The hotel is conveniently located within walking distance to Quaker Steak & Lube, PF Chang’s, Abuelo’s Mexican Food Embassy, Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse and Applebee’s.  








                 


 


 





 














Future Newsletters


Future Newsletters will be published on a quarterly basis.  If you have articles, announcements, items to be included in the calendar of events or suggestions, please contact Amy Hansen at 843-3166 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpbaexecdir@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �cpbaexecdir@yahoo.com�.  This is your chamber newsletter – help us to serve you better by giving your feedback and ideas.
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Pamela R. Hying works as an Account Executive for Group Health Cooperative of South Central Wisconsin (GHC-SCW) specializing in Individual Plans and Medicare Select.  GHC-SCW provides Health Care Insurance and Services.  Pam has been in the insurance industry for 25 years.  She graduated from the University of Wisconsin; Platteville.  In her spare time Pam enjoys photography, crafts, and computers.  


GHC-SCW helped launch the ChamberCare program in 2000.  They have been working with area Chambers since that time to promote lower cost health care insurance through the program. �The company works with employer groups and individuals in Dane County and the surrounding area and they focus on preventive care for individuals.  GHC- SCW prides itself on providing "superb care and impeccable service" for their members.  GHC-SCW is community-involved and partners with non-profit organizations to promote health and wellness activities that support these efforts.   They are also the highest ranked health plan in Wisconsin and 8th in the Nation – 2006, 2007 and 2008! GHC-SCW continues to lead commercial managed health care organizations in Wisconsin as identified by the National Committee for quality Assurance (NCQA) and U.S. News and World Report. 


Stop in at the Kids Expo Nov. 14 and 15 and the Brava Women's Expo Nov. 22 and 23 to learn more about us!





 


  








Advertise with us


We will be establishing ad rates for subsequent newsletter issues and our coming web site. For more information, contact chamber executive director Amy Hansen at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpbaexecdir@yahoo.com" ��cpbaexecdir@yahoo.com� or 843-3166.











Share Your Local Business Concerns


�The Chamber recently received a call from a member of Senator Feingold's senate committee.  They are reaching out to local business leaders throughout the state to see if they have any concerns or issues that they'd like to share with Senator Feingold.  Please put some thought into this and let me know what you would like us as your Chamber to share with this team.  What a great opportunity to be heard and get your concerns on the table.  We look forward to your responses.  Please email Executive Director Amy Hansen with your items, � HYPERLINK "mailto:cpbaexecdir@yahoo.com" ��cpbaexecdir@yahoo.com�.





Some of the items that have been shared thus far are:


 


How do they plan on turning around the unemployment numbers? 





When are they going to fix the banking problems and stop making good customers pay for the bad customers caused by the government and the banking industry?





When are they going to put a stimulus package together that will drive the economy. 





Please cut our taxes don't increase them.





Do not pass the Senate health care plan. 





Do not force cap and trade onto American Business.





2 areas of concern are health insurance issues and the new auto insurance mandates.
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Group Health Cooperative of South Central Wisconsin


1265 John Q Hammons Dr, Madison WI  53717


Telephone:  608-828-4831   


Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:phying@ghcscw.com" \t "_blank" �phying@ghcscw.com�


Website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.ghcscw.com/" \t "_blank" �www.ghcscw.com�














Thank you for the support of the following companies and individuals for donating time, money, and/or items for Santa’s visit.


American Family Insurance


Black Earth State Bank


Clerkin Wunderlin Group, Inc


Comfort Keepers


Cross Plains Area EMS


Cross Plains Optimist Club


Cross Plains Pharmacy


Crossroads Coffeehouse, LLC


Culvers of Cross Plains


Dean Health Plan


Dick Dreson


 Ice Age Trail Alliance


Kohls Department Store


Madison Gas & Electric Company


Main Street Lanes


Marketing Concepts, Inc.


Middleton Community Bank


Monk's Retreat


Nelson Electric


News Publishing, Inc.


Park Bank


Plastic Ingenuity


Saeman Lumber Company


Sauk Plains Plumbing & Pumps, Inc.


Sisters on Main Drycleaners, LLC


Snap Fitness of Cross Plains


Jenny Spaeth


State Bank of Cross Plains


Tax Solutions


TDS Telecom


Terry's Piggly Wiggly


Wagner Insurance & Financial, Inc.


World of Variety
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