CROSS PLAINS AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Meeting minutes 5:30 pm Wednesday, January 13, 2010
Cross Plains Fire Station
The meeting was brought to order at 6:10.  There were about 65 business people in attendance.
Thank you to the Fire Station for hosting our meeting.  Thank you to Pfeil, Millonzi, & Curran for providing the beverages.  Thank you to Tanos for the pizza.
Welcome to new members:  Lee Sorenson, Cross Plains Optimist Club, Casey Bucholz, Dean Health Plan, Pam Hying, Group Health Cooperative of South Central Wisconsin, James Schmitt, Schmitt Technical Services, LLC, Patrick & Jennifer Maguire, Snap Fitness of Cross Plains, Aaron Achenbach, State Farm Insurance, Janet Klock, Village of Cross Plains, Dan Cady, American Legion, & Rob Wartella, Country Inn & Suites - Madison West (Middleton)

2009 Highlights:

· 94 Current Members (including 9 new members in 2009)

· Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting at Snap Fitness

· Newly Designed Chamber Newsletter

· Chamber Member Stickers to Promote Membership

· Annual Dinner

· Easter Egg Hunt

· Chicken BBQ with Scholarships Awarded

· World’s Fair

· Golf Outing

· Hill & Valley Antique Auto/Americana Show

· CPBA/Chamber Bucks

· Chamber Health Insurance

· Event Planning Team Up & Running

· Santa Visit with new Shopping Area

· New Website being Developed
Mike Schutz introduced Jessica Schmiedicke, Associate Planner from Vandewalle & Associates Inc to speak about the Village adopting an official map, and the 2 remaining options for the development of Lagoon Street.
Per Jessica, an Official Map is a plan implementation tool authorized under Wisconsin Statutes (Section 62.23(7)) for adoption by local governments. An Official Map is not the same as a “chamber of commerce”-type road map. It is actually an ordinance that may be used to show alignments of future roads, expanded rights-of-way for existing roads, and other existing and planned municipal facilities like stormwater facilities, potable water facilities, public works facilities, and trails and parks. When land development is proposed in an area of a facility shown on the adopted Official Map, the city or village may obtain or reserve land for that future facility through public dedication, public purchase, or reservation for future purchase.  More information an Official Map and the latest version will be posted on the Chamber website by the end of the week.  The Village will host a public hearing 2/8 at the American Legion at 7 pm.

Jessica shared the 2 alternatives for Lagoon Street.  Alternate #4 goes from Jovina and to Wilson Street.  This option offers the most options.  Alternative 5 goes from Jovina to American Legion.
TJ Lewis gave an update on the Chamber Health Insurance Plan.  Our insurance is through Dean and we get a 3% discount for the 1st year.  You can get quotes at no cost prior to joining the Chamber.  They offer $0-5,000 deductibles.  Point of Service is available for companies with 11 or more employees.  Some of the benefits offered are:  food coop & healthy lifestyles discounts.  Sole proprietors can enroll quarterly.  Groups with 2-99 employees can enroll monthly.  It takes 30-60 days for a quote.  When a business participates in the Chamber Health Insurance Program they are partnering with other local businesses to help keep renewal costs manageable.  For a quote please contact TJ Lewis, tjlewis@wagnerinsurance.net, 608-798-6305 direct or Annette Koenig, akoenig@cw-group.biz 608-821-1500.
Kathy Esser, Chamber Treasurer, gave an update on the 2009 budget and our current status.  The Chamber is doing very well thus far this year.  We have a net income of almost 4k so far this year.  This has allowed us to make some very generous donations to support our community, including the CP Library, the Community Chest, and the American Legion Memorial Fund.  Due to the generous support of members we have made more than we expected in dues, at the BBQ, the Golf Outing, and at the Santa Visit.  Because of all our hard work, we have spent less than expected so far this year.  A special thank you to Lisa Kostecki and her staff for their work in getting an amazing donation from Kohls for our Santa’s visit.  Our year ends March 31, 2010.
YTD


Budget


Variation

Total Revenue

32,441


24,900


7,541

Total Expenses
28,615


37,450


(8,835)

Net Income

3,826


(12,550)

16,376
John Walsh and Dan Cady from the American Legion thanked all the businesses who have made donations for the Veterans Memorial.  They have had an amazing response with lots of donations & pledges.  The granite has been ordered.  This is a “no debt” project.  The Chamber was really proud to be able to show our support with a $3,000 donation which will provide a Perimeter Column for the Memorial.
Doug Brunner gave an update on our Chamber teams.  Team members are empowered and positive.  It is a great way to involve more members and help the Chamber to be more efficient.  Teams can also be an opportunity to involve member employees and help in their professional development.  We are working on sharing the Village economic development team.  The EDC, which is part of the Village government, will adopt our ground rules, have Chamber support, and report via a dotted line to the Chamber.  This will allow us to ensure we are not duplicating work and doing things together with a common goal & mission.  Our current teams are the golf planning team and the newly kicked off event planning team.  The event planning team is working on a new event for fall 2010, a Taste of CP or Business Expo.  This will be a great way to share & promote member products and/or services.  
The Chamber was recently approached by Senator Feingold looking for our business concerns.  Amy passed along the items sent to her thus far.  Please pass along any additional items.

Please send Amy newsworthy information about your businesses such as promotions, awards, etc.  The Chamber is here to promote your business.  We have sponsorship opportunities, advertising and general news on the website and the newsletter.  Also let Amy know if you want to host an event.

Upcoming events:

· After Hours Networking Event at Athens Gyros Monday, February 15
· 2010 Business Networking Mixer at Overture, March 11
· Annual Chamber Dinner tentatively scheduled for Monday, March 29

· Easter Egg Hunt tentatively Saturday, April 3

· Memorial Day Chicken BBQ Monday, May 31

Amy shared the new Chamber website, crossplainschamber.net.  Please take a look at the site and provide any feedback to Amy with your ideas, updates, and additions.
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